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NGARI CAPES MARINE PARK 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [3.48 pm]: On 24 March, the Premier and I 

were in Yallingup to announce the government’s intention to create the Ngari Capes marine park extending over 

124 000 hectares and stretching around 160 kilometres of coastline from Geographe Bay near Busselton 

to Augusta, including the waters between Cape Naturaliste and Cape Leeuwin. The creation of this marine park 

will help conserve one of Western Australia’s most remarkable marine areas and one of the state’s most popular 

tourism destinations. The adjacent Leeuwin–Naturaliste National Park receives more than two million visits a 

year, and is the most popular national park in Western Australia. The gazettal of an order will mark the creation 

of Ngari Capes marine park. The order will then be tabled in both houses of Parliament for 14 sitting days and 

will be subject to disallowance during this time. Following the park’s creation, I will consider the final 

management plan for approval. The zone boundaries will then be formally gazetted. 

The Liberal–National Government is proud to establish marine parks that enhance conservation outcomes and 

ensure that opportunities for recreation, tourism and commercial use continue. Since coming to office in 2008, 

the government has created the Walpole and Nornalup Inlets Marine Park on the south coast and has announced 

its intention to create four marine parks in the Kimberley, including Camden Sound and Eighty Mile Beach, one 

in the Dampier Archipelago and, of course, Ngari Capes. The creation of Ngari Capes marine park will bring the 

total area of marine parks and reserves in Western Australia to more than 1.6 million hectares. It represents part 

of the state government’s statewide initiative to enhance the conservation of Western Australia’s unique marine 

environments. 

Ngari Capes marine park will become the largest marine park in the south west and support a range of 

recreational activities. I can assure members that the vast majority of the park will be available for activities such 

as fishing, swimming, diving, snorkelling, boating, sailing, windsurfing, kite surfing, water skiing and sea 

kayaking. There will also be areas set aside for specific uses such as surfing and shore-based activities, 

recognising their particular importance. Special areas will also be set aside for conservation, protecting the 

marine biodiversity of this region, including unique southerly coral communities and the extensive Geographe 

seagrass meadows.  

Shoreline and offshore reef platforms occur throughout the proposed park and support an array of sponges and 

invertebrates, including abalone and rock lobster. The park is rich in marine mammals, with humpback and 

southern right whales and sea lions being regular visitors. New Zealand fur seals are resident on islands and 

mainland sites in the park and breed there. 

Ngari is Nyoongah for ―salmon‖, a name chosen following consultation with the South West Aboriginal Land 

and Sea Council and the South West Boojarah working party. The government has also allocated a total of 

$8.56 million over the next four years from the royalties for regions program to support the management of this 

new marine park. The creation of the Ngari Capes marine park will be a significant addition to the state’s marine 

parks, while also contributing to a sense of identity for the local community and to the sustainable use and 

enjoyment of the area’s natural resources. 

 


